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Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.cl.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977

Wednesday, February 10, 2016
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License # 01866771
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1141 Vallecito Court, Lafayette ¢ Coming Soon!

Custom 5BR/4.5BA, 5537 sq. ft. Happy Valley Mediterranean with 1BR/1BA Casita. Exceptional construction,
quality fit & finish & incredible indoor/outdoor flow define this half-acre parcel with stunning gardens, infinity pool
& spa, valley views, outdoor fireplace & 20-vine cabernet vineyard. A+ location with close access to everything!

Offered at $3,675,000 e 1141VallecitoCourt.com

Lafayette’s Best .«
—__ Realtor __—

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

2008 THROUGH 2015

License # 01482454

Lafayette Police
Department Incident

Summary Report

Jan 17-23
Alarms 31
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 18
Noise Complaints 1
Traffic Stops 43

Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subjects 15
Suspicious Vehicles 13
Abandoned Vehicle

Hanson Dr/St Marys Rd
Burglary, Auto

10 block Ruth Ct

Lafayette Park Hotel

3400 block Mt Diablo Blvd

900 block Risa Rd (3)
Burglary, Residential

3500 block Springhill Rd

3400 block Shangri La Rd
Burglary, Miscellaneous

1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
Counterfeit

Diablo Foods
Drunk in Public

Reported to police
DUI

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Harassment

500 block McBride Dr

1000 block Carol Ln

1000 block Oak Hill Rd
Health & Safety Violation

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
Hit & Run

Wells Fargo
Panhandling

Trader Joe’s

Post Office
Police/Fire/EMS Response

10 block Ruth Ct

3500 Brook St
Prescription Fraud

3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd

Rent Moratorium Shelved for Troubled Complex

By Cathy Tyson
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At the playground structure at the 1038 on Second apartment complex,

management would prefer that bikes and skateboards stay off the walk-

ways.

Noting the recent improvement
in discussions between ten-

ants and management of the 1038
on Second apartment complex,
Lafayette City Council members, at
their Jan. 25 meeting, wished them
well and opted to continue to table
the rent increase moratorium they
had been considering. After taking
over ownership of the aging devel-
opment in February 2015, many
long-term tenants faced steep rent
increases along with additional new

Public Nuisance
3200 Elvia St
Condit Rd/Windsor Dr
1000 block Dyer Dr
Mosswood Dr/Village Center
10 block Olde Creek Plaza
Bacon Way/Springbrook Rd
Huntleigh/Lucas Dr
Promiscuous Shooting
80 block Lafayette Cir
1000 block Hawthorne Dr
Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill/Olympic Blvd
Pleasant Hill/Deer Hill Rds (2)
Pleasant Hill/Hwy 24
Shoplifting
Safeway
Surveillance
4000 block Happy Valley Rd
Theft, Petty
1100 block Rahara Dr
4000 block Los Arabis Dr
10 block Greenvalley Dr
Library
3600 block Mt Diablo Blvd
1100 block Bacon Way (2)
3600 Mosswood Dr
900 block Bell St
Candlelight Ln/Greenvalley Dr
Safeway
Theft, ID
900 block Acalanes Rd
1100 block Camino Vallecito
Trespass
100 block Camellia Ln
3400 Black Hawk Rd
Vandalism
3200 block Marlene Dr

Photo C. Tyson

charges for water, sewer and
garbage, and were continually frus-
trated by unresponsive property
management staff.

Angry tenants brought their case
to the city council in May 2015, ask-
ing them to intercede on their behalf
because management appeared to
be tone deaf to their complaints.
While the city has never gotten in-
volved in tenant-landlord disputes
before, tenants’ pleas spurred them
to take action, calling the situation
“abusive.” While discussions of a
rent moratorium ultimately brought
Sack representatives to the bargain-
ing table, it became clear that actu-
ally establishing a rent increase
moratorium could adversely affect
many of the reputable mom and pop
landlords in Lafayette.

Acknowledging that since the
complex changed hands, there
have been three property man-
agers, Nancy Wierdsma, director

of property management, thanked
residents for meaningful feedback,
and outlined the following com-
promises agreed to by Sack Prop-
erties: limiting rent increases to no
more than 10 percent annually and
honoring grandfathered pet rent
and parking agreements; and not
changing Section 8 agreements
made by the previous owner. “Our
goal is to continue to build trust,”
she said, explaining that the firm is
“committed to working directly
with residents.”

Trust-building may take some
time. Resident Karen Kern
lamented the poor level of Sack
Properties’ customer service. “It’s a
little disheartening that it took all
that effort just to get a meeting with
them,” she said. “We shouldn’t
have to come to the city council
multiple times in 10 months to ad-
vocate for help.”

“We don’t have a whole lot of
faith when they come up and say
this is what we are doing — because
we haven’t seen it yet,” said tenant
Peggy Pricco. Reviews for the com-
plex as well as the property manage-
ment team could not be any lower
on social media.

Wierdsma called the newly im-
posed utility fees “industry stan-
dard” at a recent community
meeting; Sack Properties had
arranged for a representative from
the third-party billing organization
to clarify at the holiday meet-and-
greet community meeting exactly
how water and garbage rates were
set for each unit. The buildings are
not individually metered.

There was a substantial amount

of deferred maintenance at the com-
plex, which the new owner is now
addressing. Seismic improvements
have been made, and there is now a
fitness center, a lounge, barbecues
and better landscaping. Although
physical improvements have been
made, and communication is head-
ing in the right direction, there is
still a reluctance by management to
recognize the tenants’ association.

Council member Don Tatzin
pointed out that newly billed utility
charges, when added to the base rent
that has been increased a maximum
of 10 percent per year, has the ten-
ants paying more than just the 10
percent bump.

Wierdsma told the city council
that more clarification on some top-
ics that had caused friction in the past
has been discussed. “We are not en-
deavoring to evict tenants for not
cleaning their toilets.” She empha-
sized current efforts at open commu-
nication, with senior team members
participating in the community meet-
ing to show their resolve.

Although many city council
members have had discussions with
Sack Properties personnel, this was
the first public meeting where an ac-
tual representative showed up. Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson appreciated
everyone’s effort in attending and
acknowledged that the housing sit-
uation in the Bay Area in general is
very difficult. He has seen that
many local “landlords are not inter-
ested in pushing out their tenants,”
but that clearly this situation im-
proved only after threat of a rent
moratorium. His advice? “You
need to talk to each other.”

A few selections:

balsamic olive oil

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest I/
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,

. hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you "'II

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.

Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese,

nrA

Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce......... 18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino: in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopin.i: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. — Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.
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ESTEE
Free Gift.

LAUDER

Your Choice.

Our Treat.

With any Estée Lauder

Purchae of $35.00 or more.

Worth Up To $130.00

Offer good while
supplies last.
One gift to a
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Lafayette ¢ Danville ¢ Montclair ¢ Countrywood ¢ Auburn





